
The EU-UK Withdrawal Agreement



Binding legal agreement between UK, 
EU and Euratom

• Part 2 of WA contains provisions on rights of EU citizens in the UK and UK citizens in 
the UK 

• Initially in the Transition Period – 01/02/2020 – 31/12/2020

• Post 31/12/2020

• Legally binding on UK and each individual EU state, though means of 
implementation may differ

• WA is AGREED - provisions are not dependent on negotiations about future trade 
relations



Transition Period

• No changes to residence rights

• No changes to freedom of movement of people or goods/services

• UK no longer participates in EU political decision-making

• UK citizens may no longer hold political office in certain EU27 states, 
including France

• UK citizens may no longer vote in EU elections or local elections in certain 
EU27 states, including France



Post 31 December 2020



Residence rights 

• UK citizens legally resident in an EU27 country at end of Transition 

Period have right to continue to live there for an unlimited period

• Spouse or partner has a similar right to become legally resident after 

31/12/2020, providing the relationship existed at that date

• Child, grandchild, parent, grandparent who are recognised as 

dependents have similar right



Length of residence at 31/12/20

WA recognises 2 classes of resident:

• Resident for less than 5 years – can apply for temporary residence

• Resident for more than 5 years – can apply for permanent residence

• If less than 5 years, can apply for permanent residence status after 5 years

• If less than 5 years, must not be out of country for more than 6 months in any year

• If have permanent residence, can leave for up to 5 years without losing residence status



Granting residence rights

• WA recognises two possible ways of granting residence rights:

• Declaratory system – state declares existing rights continue

• Constitutive system – state requires application for new category 
of residence status 

• France has chosen a constitutive system, requiring application for a 
new category of Titre de Séjour mention « accord de retrait » 
(Withdrawal Agreement residence permit)



Visas, Titres, Cartes

• USV – Visa Schengen Uniforme – up to 90 days

• VLS-TS – Visa Long Séjour valant Titre de Séjour – 4 months – 1year

• ---0---

• Carte de Séjour temporaire – 1 year / 5 years

• Titre de Séjour permanent / Carte de Résident – 10 years (renewable)

• Titre de Séjour mention « accord de retrait » – temporaire / 

permanent – 5 years /10 years (renewable)



Categories of resident

• Employed - must have certificate of employment/contract

• Self-employed – must have proof of self-employment

• Non-active/retired 

• Student

• All need to show proof of health cover (S1 form is sufficient for this)

• All need to show proof of adequate financial resources



Movement rights

• If legally resident on 31/12/2020, you have an unlimited lifetime right to travel 
between the EU27 state in which you are resident and the UK

• The freedom of movement to and from other EU27 states that was available 
during the Transition Period ends

• The residence and freedom of movement rights provided by the WA are not 
transportable subsequently to another EU27 state

• NB Passport must have at least 6 months from date of use to expiry



Health care 

• Employed/self-employed and paying/paid social contributions in an EU27 state: 
health care provided and paid for by that state 

• Receiving state pension from UK and in possession of an S1 form: health care 
provided by EU27 state and recharged to UK

• Spouse may also receive benefits of S1

• If in possession of UK S1, eligible for UK EHIC (apply/re-apply before 31/12/20)

• If legally resident post 31/12/2020 but below state pension age, could still claim S1 
later



Pensions & other benefits

• Continue to receive UK state pension for life

• Continue to receive any increases in UK state pension

• Continue to receive certain exportable UK state benefits 
(Disability Living Allowance, Carers Allowance, etc)



Workers’ rights & qualifications

• Right to work in country of residence continues, but not in 

any other EU27 state

• Most professional qualifications continue to be 

recognised but not necessarily outside country of residence



What’s not protected by the WA?

• Free movement to and from 26 EU states

• Provision of cross-border services

• Some professional qualifications, particularly legal qualifications

• WA rights protect current spouse or partner, but not any future spouse or 
partner

• Voting and political rights in the EU itself and in certain EU27 states, including 
France



Applying for a Withdrawal 
Agreement Carte de Séjour



The Basics

• All applications are made on-line:

http://invite.contacts-demarches.interieur.gouv.fr/BREXIT

• Must apply not later than 30/06/2021

• Obligatory to be in possession of a WA Carte de Séjour not later than 
31/10/2021

• If already made application online for ‘No Deal’ Carte de Séjour, DO NOT re-
apply, unless changed address and department



Application process

• Still waiting for a French government decree setting out detail of process and 
conditions of acceptance

• Web site running and accepting applications since 13/10/2020

• A single web site – but detail of application process and information demanded 
will change according to your circumstances:

• Length of prior residence – more than 5 years/less than 5 years

• Whether already hold a Carte de Séjour or not



Application process 

• Provide information requested on web site

• Upload any documents requested

• Receive confirmation of demand and application number – need this if 
travelling abroad before receipt of card 

• Receive invitation to attend Préfecture – passport, fingerprints, photos

• Receive WA Carte de Séjour



Case 1 

Resident for more than 5 years with old-style 10-year Carte de Séjour

• Doesn’t matter if it’s out of date

• Simple exchange process

• Provide date became resident, passport details, personal details, residence details

• Upload scan of front of previous Carte de Séjour

• Wait for call to Préfecture




































